 John 17:1-5

I. Background:

On the eve of the crucifixion, Jesus exhorts His disciples in an attempt to prepare them for a ministry without His physical presence.  Now, in John 17, Jesus commences His upper room discourse with the “High Priestly Prayer.”  God incarnate, on the verge of His return to the Father, balances His dialogue with the disciples with fervent prayer on their behalf.  He prays not only for these particular disciples but for all who would believe through them as well.  However, before Jesus addresses their needs, He supplicates for Himself, beseeching God to glorify both His Son and Himself.

II. Text:

A. Jesus’ Request (1a)
1. How does Jesus open His prayer, and what does this suggest about His relationship with God?  (i.e., How does He address God?  And how does His posture compare with the sinner in Luke 18:13?)

2. What does Jesus mean by “the hour has come”?  To what event does He refer?

3. Why do you suppose Jesus prays just before the commencement of “the hour”?

4. What supplication does Jesus present to the Father?

5. What does it mean to glorify Jesus?  What exactly is He asking for?

a. Phil. 2:5-11:  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
b. Luke 9:28-31: Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming. 30 And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they were Moses and Elijah, 31 who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

c. John 17:5: “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 

Note: “Glory” in this passage contains two shades of meaning:  on one hand it refers to the gloriousness of God, the display of all that is worthy of worship within Him; on the other hand it conveys the sense of the worship and exaltation of God on the basis of all that is glorious about Him.  

6. What process must Jesus undergo in order to have His former glory restored?

B. Jesus’ Reason (1b-3)

1. On what basis does Jesus want to be glorified (1b)?

2. How will the process of Jesus’ glorification bring glorification to God (v. 2)?

3. What does it mean to possess authority over all flesh?

4. Why did God give authority over all flesh to Jesus?  What purpose does it serve (v. 2d)?

5. How is this eternal life granted?  What two things must occur?

Lexical note:  There exist two different words for “to know:” oida and ginoeskoe.   Oida refers to knowing something intellectually, for instance, I know that the earth is round.  Ginoeskoe has a deeper meaning of knowing something personally, for instance, I know my Mother.  Ginoeskoe is used in this verse.   

6. What is the difference between saying that “knowing God gives eternal life” and “knowing God is eternal life”?  What does this suggest about the starting point of the eternal life which Jesus offers?

C. Jesus’ Return (4-5):

1. How did Jesus glorify God while He was on earth (v. 4)?  

2. What work did God give to Jesus to complete (cf. v. 19:30)?

3. How does accomplishing the tasks which God assigns glorify Him?

4. What does Jesus ask the Father to do in verse 5?

5. What does verse 5 suggest about the sacrifice Jesus made when He came to earth?

III. Thought Questions:

A. In light of the discussion regarding knowing God as eternal life, what would you say to an individual who claims to be a Christian but does not like to read his Bible or gets bored with Bible teaching?

B. What kinds of works does God give us to perform (Eph. 2:10) in order to bring glory to Him?

C. Why do you suppose Jesus was so intent on bringing glory to God? In Jesus’ mind, how does seeking to bring glory to Himself serve this purpose?  

IV. Conclusion:

During the inception of the High Priestly Prayer, Jesus requests that the Father might restore Him to the glory which He rescinded in His incarnation.  The reason for this request is that through Jesus’ return to His former stature God might be glorified.  As Jesus journeys back to His heavenly domain through the path of the cross, He purchases saints, a people for His own possession.  Therefore, the Son successfully glorifies the Father by sacrificially securing eternal worshippers of God.
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