
Overview of Genesis 
 
Summary 
 

God, the Creator, makes a world and fills it with creatures. The 
pinnacle of his creation, humanity, rebels against him when deceived 
by a serpent. Though sin and death enter the world as consequences 
for this rebellion, God promises to crush the serpent through a 
human offspring. He partners with one family, Abraham and his 
descendants, to make a nation that will carry the promise and 
eventually bless the whole world.  

 
Outline 
 

I.​ Chapters 1-11: God, the Global Creator 
 

Chapters 1-2: God Makes a Good World 
​ ​ 1: First creation account (cosmic, transcendent focus) 
​ ​ 2: Second creation account (relational, humanity focus) 
 

Chapters 3-11: Sin Ruins God’s World 
Sin enters creation, and its consequences/scope ​ ​

​ multiply as more humans fill the earth. God “decreates” ​
​ the broken world through the Flood, restarting it with ​
​ Noah’s one faithful family and an ark full of animals. Still,​
​ the expansion of culture through cities, artistry, and ​​
​ toolmaking remain corrupted, culminating in the Tower ​
​ of Babel, a show of pride and contempt for God.  

 
II.​ Chapters 12-50: God Partners with Abraham’s Family 

 
​ ​ Chapters 12-25: Abraham, Father of a Nation 
​ ​ Chapters 26-27: Isaac, the Promised Son 
​ ​ Chapters 28-36: Jacob, the Trickster Who is Blessed 
​ ​ Chapters 37-50: Joseph, the Faithful Sufferer 



Five Key Themes 
​  

1.​ God is generous and orderly, and his creation reflects this. 
2.​ Humans are made to represent God. 
3.​ Sin is pervasive in all aspects of creation/culture. 
4.​ God responds to sin with both just punishment and gracious promise. 
5.​ God’s rescue plan will bless the nations, in spite of humanity’s 

continual moral failures and disobedience. 
 
Major Motifs/Repeated Ideas 
 

God’s Speech: God’s great message to humanity begins here, and he 
has much to say. The first six days of creation are all initiated by the 
words, “And God said.” From that point on, God converses with 
humans to reveal his desires, characteristics, commands, promises, 
and more. It’s an invitation to rejoice that the One whose Word makes 
mountains and stars, has also spoken to us. 
 
The Test: God tests humans to prove what is in their hearts, not to set 
them up for failure. How humans respond to tests says volumes 
about them, and their choices can echo for generations. Many key 
characters (Adam & Eve, Cain, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph) 
endure tests of various kinds. 
 
Firstborn sons: Sons in the ancient world were everything–legacy, 
honor, and financial security (think retirement plan). Watch as God 
interrupts the normal pattern of blessing going from fathers to 
firstborn sons as his promise follows sons who are faithful instead. 
 
Water: The roaring seas and pouring rain represent chaos, 
decreation, the void–an ancient culture’s way of describing 
nothingness. Pay attention to how water seems to stand opposed to 
God’s creative, life-giving work in Genesis 1 and the Flood narrative. 
God is always more powerful than the chaos waters; he tames them 
for his purposes and remains in complete control. 


